
FOUNDATIONAL  CERTIFICATE  IN  BOTANICAL  ILLUSTRATION 
Distance Learning Opportunities in Arlington, VA

Botanical Illustration in Pencil I
Learn to draw! Begin with an overview of the specific elements of 
botanical illustration. Learn the skills of careful observation and 
realistic drawing in graphite pencil, including line drawing, shading 
and perspective. Step-by-step added techniques help you render 
accurate perspective, texture and detail. This is the entry course 
for every program student and a prerequisite for all required 
courses to follow. You’ll emerge from this class with the tools you 
need to draw anything. 
Fee: $400. Materials fee: $25 (including pencils, paper for final 
plate and specimens). No prerequisites. 
Location: Gallery Underground, 2100 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA
DATE & TIME: Fri, Feb. 19, 4-9:30 p.m., 
Sat-Sun, Feb. 20-21, 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
INSTRUCTOR: Laurence Pierson
Laurence Pierson is trained in illumination, calligraphy and 
iconography. She has been painting Byzantine style icons for over 
20 years. Egg tempera combined with traditional gilding 
techniques has been her main media with the icons. In our school 
Laurence teaches watercolor, graphite and egg tempera.

Into the Dark: Cast Shadows

Why do cast shadows do what they do? This class offers advice, 
inspiration and permission to add cast shadows to your 
illustrations. Lecture, observation, demonstration and lots of 
hands-on exercises provide the knowledge required to create 
properly shaped and placed shadows. Starting with models and 
real objects, you will graduate to hypothetical situations in which 
shadows are created from intuition. Get ready to delve into the 
dark and gain insight and confidence to create more accurate 
shadows.
Fee: $400. Prerequisites: Botanical Illustration in Pencil I or 
equivalent drawing skills.
Location: Gallery Underground, 2100 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA
DATE AND TIME: Fri, March 11, 4-9:30 p.m., 
Sat-Sun, March 12-13, 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
INSTRUCTOR: Marjorie Leggitt
Marjorie Leggitt is professional scientific illustrator. She has taught 
botanical illustration at Denver Botanic Gardens since 1990. 
Marjorie teaches pen and ink, perspective and composition.

Color Mixing
The first step to watercolor painting is mixing colors. Learn a 
system for combining colors consistently to eliminate frustrating 
trial and error. Exercises, demonstrations and discussion will show 
you how to achieve the broadest possible spectrum. Learn about 
paint properties and important information about choosing 
pigments. Practice mixing colors to match a variety of plant 
material. You’ll gain confidence and skills to improve all of your 
color work. 
Fee: $400.  Materials Fee: $10 (includes a workbook and 
specimens). No prerequisites.
Location: Gallery Underground, 2100 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA
DATE AND TIME: Fri, March 18, 4-9:30 p.m., 
Sat-Sun, March 19-20, 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
INSTRUCTOR: Susan T. Fisher
Susan T. Fisher is the former Director of the Art Institute at the 
Arizona–Sonora Desert Museum. She served on the Board of 
Directors and is the past president of the American Society of 
Botanical Artists. Her illustrations appear in numerous periodicals 
and books, national exhibits and private collections. 



Expressive Ink on Paper and Mylar
Step away from tradition to try new techniques! Trade your techni-
cal pen for a quill and brush and learn to express ink lines in a 
relaxed and painterly fashion. Begin with a look at how other art-
ists have used ink expressively. Demonstration and practice with 
the new tools prepares you to start your own drawing. Choose a 
botanical subject and experiment with techniques for successfully 
depicting line, form and texture. Make a mistake? No problem! 
You can erase ink from Mylar and try again. Complete a botanical 
study and enjoy a fresh, fun way to approach this time-honored 
medium. Fee: $400.  Materials Fee: $20 (includes paper, mylar, 
selected nibs, nib holder, ink etc). No prerequisites, however inter-
mediate drawing skills are strongly recommended. 
Location: Gallery Underground, 2100 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA
DATE AND TIME: Fri, April 8, 4-9:30 p.m., 
Sat-Sun, April 9-10, 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
INSTRUCTOR: Susan DiMarchi
Susan DiMarchi is a visual artist with a diverse background in 
painting, commercial art, glass design, botanical illustration 
and plant landscapes. Her work has been exhibited in galleries 
throughout the U.S. and Canada, and featured in many 
publications. Susan teaches graphite, colored pencil and 
expressive ink.

Nature Observed:
Field Sketching as a Reference for Studio Work
Nature Observed combines field sketching and scientific docu-
mentation. Learn techniques to accurately portray both distant 
subjects and close-up botanicals within the scene. Different field 
sketching techniques will help you to see and simplify landscape 
elements and create compositions with dynamic depth. You will 
learn the process of quickly capturing accurate renderings of any 
object. Individual help and group critique guides you to see and 
record correctly while simplifying the complex subject matter. You 
will work with graphite and/or water-soluble pencils and water 
brush if outside the classroom. No matter what media you use, 
your personal sketchbook will be filled with pages of valuable 
information for future remembrance and record. Fee: $400. No 
prerequisites.
Locality: Gallery Underground, 2100 Crystal Drive, Arlington, VA
DATE AND TIME: Fri, May 13, 4-9:30 p.m., 
Sat-Sun, May 14-15, 10 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.
INSTRUCTOR: Randy Raak
For most of his life, Randy Raak has been a commercial artist and 
sculptor. His art has been included in numerous juried national 
shows featuring both botanical and ornithological works. Randy 
teaches graphite, scratchboard, mixed media and field sketching.

HOW TO REGISTER:
 1. Telephone: 720-865-3570 or 720-865-3680
 2. Online: www.botanicgardens.org
Inquiries and consultation: 720-865-3670 or sbai@botanicgardens.org
Visit the Botanical Illustration blog at www.botanicalillustration.blogspot.com and find us on Facebook.




