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2012 Arts/Archives' Tours with Mervi Hjelmroos-Koski of Denver 

Botanic Gardens 
(March 22 - April 3, 2012) 

 

 

 

Trip Overview 

Join Mervi Hjelmroos-Koski, Manager of Botanical Art and Illustration Programs at Denver Botanic Gardens, for a 

unique exploration of art archives in Europe. This 12-day tour includes four nights in London with the remaining time in 

southern Germany. Discover the hidden jewels of Kew Gardens’ Library, Art & Archives and enjoy Dr. Shirley Sherwood’s 

company while exploring the current exhibits in the only gallery solely devoted to botanical art. Learn about published 

and unpublished art treasures in the Natural History Museum and British Library and enjoy a tour of the British Library’s 

Conservation Studios. Presentation of the extensive three year conservation research project of the outstanding Reeves 

Collection in addition to William Morris Red House and the newly re-opened De Morgan Centre are in the program. Take 

a one day break from collections to visit the well-known artist and teacher, Ann Swan at her studio in Wiltshire, with a 

stop at Lacock Abbey and neolithic monuments at Avebury.  

 

Travel by high-speed rail to Frankfurt (via Brussels) to explore Maria Sibylla Merian’s works from the 17th century and 

spend time at the University of Tübingen with Leonhart Fuchs’ collection. Learn about the scientific side of the great 

poet Goethe and visit the Gutenberg Museum. Explore Germany’s oldest town Trier, and on the way to Nürnberg, visit 

the Heidelberg Castle to learn about pharmaceutical history in this remarkable museum, which displays one of the finest 

collections of paintings, manuscripts and related objects from the past 2000 years. 
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The tour comes to an end in Bavaria, where you can sample special wines and famous gingerbread while discovering the 

secrets of Faber-Castell’s 250-year history on the tour of the company’s Jugend castle. Before leaving Germany, visit the 

Imperial Castle of Nürnberg and the Germanic National Museum, which boasts Albrecht Dürer collections and the 

unique Codex aureus, produced in the 10th century. 

Detailed Itinerary 

Day 1 (Thurs, March 22): Denver to London.   

 

Day 2 (Fri, March 23): Upon arrival to London Heathrow Airport in the morning, you will be met and transferred to your 

hotel.  This afternoon you'll visit the Natural History Museum (www.nhm.ac.uk/) with arranged viewings of works by 

William Bartram, Mark Catesby, Bauer brothers and the Reeves Collection. Accommodations at The Kensington. 

(http://www.doylecollection.com/locations/london_city_hotels/the_kensington_hotel.aspx). 

 

                               

 

Day 3 (Sat, March 24): Today you'll have a special tour of L. Cornelissen & Son (www.cornelissen.com), an art supply 

store that dates back more than 150 years and a mecca for artists from around the world.  Your tour includes 

demonstrations of genuine pigments from regions such as Cyprus, Italy, India with over 200 shades of pastels, 30 kinds 

of gold leaf for guilders, brushes, and much more. 

 

You'll also visit the De Morgan Centre (http://www.demorgan.org.uk/), home to a collection of over 1000 of William De 

Morgan's ceramics and 500 paintings and drawings - the largest collection of each anywhere in the world.  The exhibit 

recently underwent extensive refurbishment, reopening to the public in September 2011.  William De Morgan was the 

most important ceramicist of the still influential Arts and Crafts Movement and a close friend and collaborator of W 

Morris.  He worked in locations that ranged from stately homes to the Czar of Russia's yacht.  He was also a talented 

stained glass artist.  Accommodations at The Kensington. (B) 

Day 4 (Sun, March 25): Visit to Ann Swan's Studios in Wiltshire (http://www.annswan.co.uk/). Ann works primarily in 

graphite and colored pencil and is well known for her exquisitely fine detail, vibrant colors and strong contemporary 

style.  She champions the underdog in the plant world, drawing attention to Brussels sprouts or beetroots feeling they 

are just as beautiful as the iris or tulip.  She is passionate about colored pencils believing they are easy to master, 

forgiving and accessible so that even a complete beginner can quite quickly produce work of quality. 

You'll also visit Lacock Abbey (http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-findaplace/w-

lacockabbeyvillage.htm) and Neolithic Avebury (http://www.stonepages.com/england/avebury.html).   
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Set in rural Wiltshire, Lacock Village is famous for its picturesque streets, historic buildings and its more recent role as a 

television and film location. The Abbey, located at the heart of the village within its own woodland grounds, is a quirky 

country house of various architectural styles, built upon the foundations of a former nunnery. Visitors can experience 

the atmosphere of the medieval rooms and cloister court, giving a sense of the Abbey's monastic past. The museum 

celebrates the achievements of former Lacock resident William Henry Fox Talbot, famous for his contributions to the 

invention of photography. 

Standing in Britain's largest recorded henge, only 32km north of Stonehenge, the outer stone circle at Avebury is the 

largest stone circle surviving from prehistory. Its diameter stretched 335m and, in its heyday, the circle was made up of 

98 sarsen stones. Either tall and thin or short and squat, these stones were characterized by archaeologists as either 

'male' or 'female'. Only 27 of them now remain.  The site has been designated a Scheduled Ancient Monument as well as 

a UNESCO World Heritage Site.  Driver and transportation provided.  Accommodations at The Kensington. (B) 

            

Day 5 (Mon, March 26):  Today you'll visit Kew Royal Botanic Gardens (http://www.kew.org/) with Shirley Sherwood 

providing a guided tour and a special showing of the Library's art collections and the Shirley Sherwood Gallery of 

Botanical Art.  Kew’s archives contain 200,000 works of botanical art. These include pieces by 18th and 19th century 

masters, including Ehret, Redouté and the Bauer brothers, along with works by contemporary artists. In 2008 Kew 

opened a new gallery to display these works alongside pieces from the collection of Dr Shirley Sherwood. Dr Sherwood’s 

collection includes illustrations by contemporary artists living in 30 countries. Connected to the Marianne North Gallery, 

and with a carefully controlled interior climate, the Shirley Sherwood Gallery is the first public gallery in the world 

dedicated to showing botanical art. 
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After Kew, you'll visit William Morris' Red House (http://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/main/w-vh/w-visits/w-findaplace/w-

redhouse/).  The only house commissioned, created and lived in by William Morris, founder of the Arts and Crafts 

movement, Red House is a building of extraordinary architectural and social significance. When it was completed in 

1860, it was described by Edward Burne-Jones as 'the beautifullest place on earth'. Only recently acquired by the Trust, 

the house is not fully furnished, but the original features and furniture by Morris and Philip Webb, stained glass and 

paintings by Burne-Jones, the bold architecture and a garden designed to 'clothe the house' add up to a fascinating and 

rewarding place to visit. Accommodations at The Kensington. (B) 

Day 6 (Tues, March 27):  For your final morning in London, you'll have a tour of the British Library's medieval 

illuminations and herbals collections (http://www.bl.uk/), as well as a tour of the Conservation Studios.  See the Olga 

Hirsch Collection (3,580 sheets of decorated papers, some 130 books in paper wrappers or with decorated end-leaves, 

and a small collection of reference works form the early Renaissance to 20th century) 

(http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/pdfs/bljarticle1981.pdf).  Her husband, Paul Hirsch, was an acclaimed music collector 

(http://www.bl.uk/reshelp/findhelprestype/music/introduction/hirschcolintro.html).  Afternoon train from London to 

Frankfurt via Brussels with evening arrival.  Accommodations at Hotel Villa Orange. (B) 

 

Day 7 (Wed, March 28): Today includes visits to several important sites including the Städel Museum 

(http://www.staedelmuseum.de/sm/index.php?StoryID=1190&websiteLang=en), Frankfurt Historical Museum 

(http://www.historisches-museum-frankfurt.de/index.php?article_id=160&clang=1), and Goethe House 

(http://www.goethehaus-frankfurt.de/goethe-museum/the-frankfurt-goethe-museum/view?set_language=en).   

 

At the Städel Museum and Frankfurt Historical Museum, you'll receive special viewings of  Maria Sibylla Merian's works, 

in addition to other great collections.  The Goethe House is where Johann Wolfgang Goethe was born on August 28, 

1749 "at midday, as the clock was striking twelve", and where he grew up with his sister Cornelia.  Accommodations at 

Hotel Villa Orange. (B) 

 

    

 

Day 8 (Thurs, March 29): After breakfast, you'll set out for a day trip to Trier, a historic city in west central Germany and 

the country's oldest city.  Just six miles from the Luxembourg border and 120 miles southwest of Frankfurt. Legend has it 

that in 2000 BC the Assyrians established a colony here. The Roman colony of Augusta Treverorum (Trier) was founded 

by Augustus in 16 BC. Trier became a favored residence of several Roman emperors, including Constantine the Great, 

the first Christian emperor. The cathedral Constantine built in Trier in 326 AD is Germany's oldest. After destruction by 

Germanic tribes in the 5th century, the great city of Trier became a small town. It still feels pleasantly small today, 

despite its population of 100,000. Trier's market square (Hauptmarkt) is one of the nicest in Germany, filled with fruit 

stands, flowers, painted facades, and fountains. Catholic pilgrims still come to Trier in large numbers to honor the relic 
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of the Holy Robe at the Dom St. Peter and the tomb of St. Matthias in the Benedictine church named for him. 

Accommodations at Hotel Villa Orange. (B) 

 

Day 9 (Fri, March 30): Set off on another day tour today to the University of Tübingen (http://www.uni-

tuebingen.de/en/landingpage.html) where you'll receive a special tour of several collections including the Fuchs 

Collection.   

 

You'll also visit the Botanical Gardens (http://www.botgarten.uni-tuebingen.de/tiki/tiki-index.php?page=Overview) and 

Hohentübingen Castle Museum (http://tuebingen-

info.de/index.php?id=870&sav_library=908f494679c0012103692&cHash=acd18031b91839ef34a549520afdb9a4).  The 

Botanical Gardens cover an area of 10 hectares (approx. 25 acres) and include more than 10,000 plant species from all 

over the world.  Specimens are grown outdoors and in the glasshouses under growth conditions reminiscent of those in 

their natural habitats.  The Castle Museum is an archaeological and ethnical collection consisting mostly of donations 

and research contributed by Tübingen's scholars. Situated high above the city and at 2000 square metres, it is one of the 

largest University-owned archaeological collections in Europe.  Accommodations at Hotel Villa Orange. (B) 

 

Day 10 (Sat, March 31): Today you have the time to relax in Frankfurt after several fast-paced days.  You are free to 

explore on your own or with other members of the group.    Accommodations at Hotel Villa Orange. (B) 

 

            

 

Day 11 (Sun, April 1):  This morning, the group will depart from Frankfurt to Nürnberg by train.  On the way,  you'll visit 

Heidelberg Castle and tour the Pharmacy Museum (http://www.deutsches-apotheken-museum.de/englisch/index-

en.php).  The German Pharmacy Museum's collection consists of over 20,000 objects representing the rich history of 

medical sciences, especially the history of pharmacy.  Housed in one of Germany's architectural landmarks, the 

Heidelberg Castle, the  collection is the largest in the world and finest in existence, spanning 2000 years of 

pharmaceutical history. 

 

Also visit the Church of the Holy Spirit in Heidelberg  (http://www.heidelberg-

guide.com/heidelberg_church_of_the_holy_spirit.html).   The church was first documented as a parish church in 1239. 

This basilica, probably from the late Romanesque period, was replaced in 1398 by the building you see today. 

 

Train to Nürnberg where you'll spend the next two nights at Le Méridien Grand Hotel 

(http://www.lemeridiennuernberg.com/en). (B) 
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Day 12 (Mon, April 2): Today you'll have a special tour of Faber-Castell (http://www.faber-

castell.de/36879/Startseite/fcv2_start.aspx).  Faber-Castell is one of the world's largest manufacturers of pens, pencils,  

and art supplies, as well as high-end writing instruments and luxury leather goods.  Founded in 1761 at Stein near 

Nürnberg by cabinet maker Kaspar Faber, the enterprise remained in the Faber family for eight generations. 

 

Also visit the Germanic National Museum (http://www.gnm.de/index_en.html) where a special viewing has been arranged 

for you.  The museum is one of Europe's largest and greatest museums.   Its incomparable stores of exceptional art and 

artisanship afford a panoramic overview of the cultural history of German-speaking central Europe.  Accommodations at 

Le Méridien Grand Hotel. (B) 

 

Day 13 (Tues, April 3): Before departing Nürnberg, you'll visit the Imperial Castle 

(http://www.schloesser.bayern.de/englisch/palace/objects/nbg_burg.htm).   The castle is one of the most important 

imperial palaces dating from the Middle Ages.  From 1050 to 1571, all the emperors of the Holy Roman Empire stayed in 

it at various times during their reign.  Transfer to airport in time for flight home.  Arrival to US on April 3. 

Package price: $3365 per person based on double occupancy. 

 

Package includes accommodations as listed, breakfast daily, Underground pass in London, entrance fees (De Morgan 

Centre, Lacock Abbey, Kew Gardens, William Morris House, Städel Museum, Heidelberg Castle and Pharmacy Museum, 

Germanic National Museum, and Imperial Castle), 2nd class train tickets from London to Frankfurt, Euro Railways train 

pass (5-day, 2-country), Frankfurt two-day Card for discounts to area museums and sites, basic travel insurance, and a 

donation to Denver Botanic Gardens. 

 

Exclusions: international airfare, passport/ visa fees, optional activities, gratuities, lunch and dinner daily, travel 

insurance with pre-departure cancellation coverage, and items of a personal nature. 


