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Since 2009 El Charco del Ingenio has 
partnered with Denver Botanic Gardens 
to offer Botanical Art and Illustration courses 
in San Miguel de Allende. The classes are for 
the dedicated illustrator, as well as the devoted 
amateur. 
Denver Botanic Gardens’ program contributes 
to a long history of botanical illustration, 
an art form that blends scientific exactitude 
with creative self-expression. This program 
provides a comprehensive course study, 
offering drawing and painting skills required 
to render accurate and useful depictions of 
the plant world. 
Illustration courses at El Charco qualify for 
credits within the Botanical Art and Illustration 
Program at Denver Botanic Gardens, Denver, 
Colorado.

El Charco del Ingenio is a nature reserve and 
botanical garden in San Miguel de Allende, 
GTO, covering 167 acres and dedicated to 
the restoration and conservation of its native 
ecosystems. It has the second largest collection 
of cacti in Mexico, many of which are rare 
or in danger of extinction. It is a community 
gathering space with historical and spiritual 
significance and offers many educational and 
recreational activities for all sectors of society.

All classes are limited to 14 students. For more 
information, to register for a class or to sponsor 
a Mexican student for a class, please contact 
Marlene Parra (elcharcocomunicacion@gmail.com) or 
Naomi Zerriffi (nzerriffi@gmail.com) (Argemone polyanthemos © Constance Sayas)(Silphium laciniatum © Constance Sayas)



February
Succulents: Texture and Form 
in Colored Pencil 
Instructor: Libby Kyer

  
Spiny, tufted, rough and smooth, 
El Charco’s succulent collection is your 
inspiration. Learn how to portray the 
delicate colors and varied textures of these 
beautiful plants, using traditional painting 
techniques as they apply to colored pencil.

Monday - Friday, February 7-11, 2011 
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Libby Kyer’s award-winning artwork is included 
in regional, national, and international juried 
exhibits, and is found in private and corporate 
collections. She has taught for the botanical 
art and illustration program at Denver Botanic 
Gardens and around the United States since 
2000. Libby teaches colored pencil, pen and 
ink, graphite pencil and mixed media.

December
Wildflowers in Watercolor 
Instructor: Constance Sayas

Put brush to paper and learn the skills 
to portray delicate petals, leaves and detail 
in transparent watercolor. Compose the 
perfect plant portrait and add build color 
to capture the beauty of El Charco’s flowers.

Monday - Friday, December 5 - 9, 2011
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Constance Sayas has combined her love for art 
and science to create a career. An experienced 
museum exhibition designer, she also worked 
as staff scientific illustrator for Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, in Chicago. Her work has won 
awards in national juried art exhibitions, and 
she is represented in several private and public 
collections. Constance teaches graphite and 
watercolor.
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July
Nature Iluminated: 
Ink and Mixed Media
Instructor: Renee Jorgensen

  

El Charco is bursting with blooms and 
butterflies. Combine drawings and design 
in the traditional illumination technique. 
Learn the basics of pen and ink and add 
color to create a stunning stylized work that 
illustrates nature.

Monday - Friday, July 25 - 29, 2011
10 a.m. - 1 p.m.

Renee Jorgensen is a technical illustrator 
with background in fine art disciplines that 
include calligraphy and modern illumination. 
She has been teaching at the Denver botanic 
Gardens since 2005. She exhibits locally 
and internationally. Renee teaches Graphite, 
Illumination, Galligraphy and Watercolor Pencil.
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