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Commissions 
We also invite you to commission a botanical 
portrait for your home or business, or a 
unique keepsake for a loved one such as a 
portrait of selected flowers from a wedding 
bouquet or a favorite botanical subject. All 
11 x 17 original artwork will be produced on 
the finest archival quality 300-pound Italian 
watercolor paper ready for framing. Give a 
gift that lives on and on! 

 

 

Welcome to DK Designs! 
Welcome to DK Designs! If you’ve 
received this first issue of our quarterly 
newsletter, you’ve taken one of my many 
botanical illustration classes or you’ve 
expressed an interest in botanical art and 
have asked to be on my mailing list. 
 
I’m happy to announce that my husband 
and I have formed a design studio with the 
mission of licensing my art for the gift, 
stationery, and home furnishing markets; 
creating editorial illustration for publishers; 
creating commissioned botanical portraits; 
and teaching botanical art. 
 
Our website has already begun attracting 
the clients we knew would find us—people 
who love botanical art and consider it as 
inspiring, enriching, and healing as we do. 
We invite you to view our site at 
www.dkdesigns.org. 

 

 

Logo design for a Northwest Ohio Apple 
Orchard, © 2009. It was so much fun to watch the 
bare-branched trees become filled over the season 
with beautiful apples! This particular orchard 
makes thousands of gallons of delicious cider 
every year. 

http://www.dkdesigns.org/


 

 

Deborah’s Spring Class Schedule 
Beginning in April, I will be teaching at the 
studio of my colleague from the Toledo Museum 
of Art, award-wining artist and educator Monica 
Edgerton-Sperry. In January 2010, Monica 
opened Edgerton Art, an atelier in Perrysburg, 
offering drawing and painting classes in 
traditional and contemporary approaches for 
beginning through advanced students. This is an 
exceptional opportunity for students to work in 
a peaceful, supportive atmosphere where they 
will receive professional, personalized 
instruction. I am extremely happy to be a part of 
Edgerton Art! 

 
Botanical Drawing I: 
Graphite 
Mondays, 10 Weeks 
April 12–June 21 (no class May 31) 
6:30 – 9:30 PM 
 
Learn a basic process and natural science 
illustration techniques for creating botanical 
drawings in graphite that combine botanical 
accuracy with graceful composition. Each 
session includes demonstration and practice in 
drawing botanical shapes and patterns. 
 
You will also look at the fascinating history of 
botanical art. The course concludes with a self-
selected project. A botanical specimen is 
provided for the first class. Beginning artists are 
welcome and encouraged to attend. A supply list 
will be sent before the class begins. 
 
Maximum number of students: 7 
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Botanical Drawing II: Colored 
Pencil 
Fridays, 10 Weeks 
April 16–June 18 
9:00 AM – Noon 
 
Create beautiful and realistic botanical 
drawings with the versatile medium of colored 
pencil. You will explore techniques such as 
shading, blending, building layers of color, 
and using various papers, all in addition to 
improving your observation skills. 
 
The course concludes with a self-selected 
project. A botanical specimen is provided for 
the first class. Some experience in drawing 
botanicals is helpful, but all students are 
encouraged to attend. A supply list will be 
sent before the class begins. 
 
Maximum number of students: 7 
 
These classes will be held at Edgerton Art, 
26963 Eckel Road, Suite 301A, Perrysburg, 
Ohio, 43551-1292. A complete class list and 
registration form are attached to the email in 
which you received this newsletter. I 
encourage everyone to check out the full list 
of classes at this beautiful and most welcome 
community resource!  

 
 

 
“Flowers always make people better, happier, 

 and more helpful; they are sunshine, food, 
 and medicine to the soul.” 

Luther Burbank 

 



 

 
 

Books by Deborah from 

Lorenz Educational Press 
 
As many of you know, I’ve worked for 
some 30 years as an author/editor, editorial 
manager, and now, as an illustrator in 
educational publishing. I love publications, 
and I continue to create instructional media 
for publishers and development houses 
throughout the United States. 
 
Of all the business partnerships I’ve had 
over the years, my collaboration with 
Lorenz Educational Press in Dayton, Ohio, 
has been one of the most productive and 
enjoyable. Since 2008 I have been authoring 
Lorenz books for Grades K through 8. I 
invite you to check out my author page—
http://lorenzeducationalpress.com/Bio
s.aspx?c=C014952—and also to take a 
look at the many products offered by this 
wonderful Ohio-based publisher. 
 
The Lorenz products are well developed 
and appropriate for use at home and in 
school with native and non-native speakers 
of English. You’ll find lots of high-interest 
materials in every discipline area. 

 

Private Lessons 
I am now offering private lessons for those 
who want personal instruction, help with a self-
selected project, or tutoring for home-schooled 
children. Please call me at 419-873-8426 or 
email dkopka@ameritech.net for schedule 
information. 

 

 
“…I want it said of me by those who knew me best 
that I always plucked a thistle and planted a flower 

where I thought a flower would grow.” 
Abraham Lincoln 

 

Schedule a Workshop 
Workshops are a great way to experience 
concentrated learning and have fun with 
people you know. Contact us if your garden 
club, art club, or other favorite group would 
like to schedule a two-day or four-day drawing 
or painting workshop at a facility of your 
choice.  
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We Would Love to Talk to You! 
If you would like us to speak to your favorite 
group or organization about botanical art and 
our passion for it, we’d love to sow the happy 
seeds that grow from the marriage of botany 
and art. Contact us anytime! We look forward to 
hearing from you! 

 

 

 

For more information, contact: 
DK Designs 

Deborah Kopka, Principal 
Dennis Zeisloft, Business Manager 

419-873-8426 (voice) 
419-873-8436 (fax) 

dkopka@ameritech.net 
www.dkdesigns.org 

 

Happy Spring! 
We hope you take some time this spring to stop 
and smell (and maybe draw and paint) the 
flowers. However big or small your garden may 
be this year, let’s all plant seeds of hope for our 
beloved Mother Earth. 
 
My husband and I send you our very best wishes 
from our Ohio home and studio where our roots 
are planted deep! 

 

 

 
Copyright © 2010 by Deborah Kopka. All images are property of 
Deborah Kopka and may not be reproduced, stored in a retrieval 
system, or transmitted without written permission.   
 
If you do not wish to receive further issues of this newsletter, 
please send a note to dkopka@ameritech.net and you will be 
removed from the mailing list. 

 

 

May the gifts of nature inspire, enrich, and heal you. 
And may you always remember: 
 
“Heaven is under our feet as well as over our heads.” 

Henry David Thoreau 
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