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of significance and the impact of the 
current renaissance. 

These lectures are very appropriate for 
those with a general interest in this art form.  
Attendance at these lectures is strongly 
recommended to anyone interested in 
attending any of the upcoming series of 
programs that the Zoo plans to offer in 
Botanical Art. They provide an invaluable 
preparation to upcoming classes which 
will involve a wide range of creative 
endeavours from an expanded knowledge 
of plant morphology through sketching 
and drawing, to more formal approaches 
of the drawing and watercolour painting 
of botanical subject matter.

Dates:   Tuesdays,  January 26th  
and February 2nd

Time:   7:00pm – 9:00pm

Price:    $50 (10% Discovery Passport Discount)

Basic Botanical Drawing

(learn basic plant morphology through 
sketching and drawing)

T his course is appropriate 
for aspiring artists, artists 
seeking to expand their 

skills into plant material, and gardeners 
hoping to improve their plant morphology 
knowledge through drawing.  

Join Carol Huggler, local artist and Master 
Gardener as she introduces you to the 
world of botanical art.  Start by exploring 
the basic techniques of drawing and 
sketching.  Materials, equipment and 
techniques will be covered, using plant 
material to explore the world of drawing.  

Then use your new skills to investigate plant 
morphology through drawing – seeing in 
detail how plants are put together, how 
to identify individual plant parts and how 
best to portray these in two dimensions on 
paper.  This course will cover leaf types, 

Botanical Illustration 
Revealed - lectures

B otanical Illustration is a 
fascinating and unique art 
form, quite different from 

more familiar approaches to capturing the 
beauty of plants.  

Join Margaret Best, a local botanical 
water-colour artist who has exhibited and 
taught across Canada, the United States 
and the UK, for two fascinating lectures 
that will cover the nuances of botanical 
art, its historical significance, artists  

parts and arrangements; types of stems; 
flower parts and inflorescence.

Please note that homework will be 
assigned to help you improve your 
practise outside of class time.  A supply 
list will be supplied upon registration 
and can be found on our website.

Dates:   Tuesdays, February 9 and 16th, 
March 2nd and 9th

Time:   7:00pm - 9:00pm

Price:  $130

See reverse for more classes and info.

To register for Zoo programs:

Phone (403) 232 – 9300 or visit our Guest 
Relations Area at the Zoo’s North entrance 

between 9:00 am and 5:00 pm.  
This information also available on the Zoo’s 

website www.calgaryzoo.com

“I have learned that what I have 
not drawn, I have never really 
seen—and that when I start 

drawing an ordinary thing, I realize 
how extraordinary it is—a sheer 

miracle.”   
Frederick Franck  The Zen of Seeing

Over the past 20 years, Botanical  
Illustration has been experiencing a 
remarkable renaissance as a widely 
accepted and collectible art form.

The need to conform to botanical 
accuracy in plant portraiture remains a 
vital part of contemporary works. The 
Calgary Zoo’s gardens, with the new 
ENMAX Conservatory Classroom, offer 
a perfect venue for this wonderful 
integration of science and art.  Whether 
you are a newcomer to botany and art 
or an experienced artist with a passion 
for plants, these new classes have 
something to interest you.
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Botanical  Illustration
If you have always wanted to dabble in 
watercolour, have a love of plants and 
were wondering where to start, this is the 
class for you. It is also well suited to those 
possessing some skill in watercolour and 
wanting to improve. 

Attendance at the lecture series by 
Margaret Best on the History of Botanical 
Art and/or the drawing classes offered by 
the Zoo (Botanical Art One, Basic Botanical 
Drawing) is also strongly recommended.

Dates:  Tuesday to Thursday,  
March 16th – 18th  

Time: 9:00 am – 3:30 pm

Price: $325

Botanical Art THREE
Forms of Nature

T o continue in the exciting 
offering of classes in 
Botanical Art with teacher / 

painter Margaret Best, participants will 
be exploring the wide range of fascinating 
forms found in nature.  Through an 
understanding of the importance of Value 
in both monochromatic and full colour 
art, members of the class will learn how 
to capture light in a way that brings life 
and realism to drawings and paintings. 
Forms of Nature is a fundamental class for 
all those wishing to succeed as a botanical 
artist in any art medium, however this class 
will focus on working in both graphite and 
watercolour. 

It is recommended that those interested 
in taking this class have either attended a 
botanical drawing class offered by the Zoo 
or come with some prior experience in 
drawing and watercolour. 

Dates:  Tuesday to Thursday,  
April 27th – 29th  

Time: 9:00 am – 3:30 pm

Price: $325

Botanical Art FOUR
Botanical Watercolour

T his class is geared to the 
learning required to produce 
a watercolour painting of 

Botanical Art ONE
Introduction to Observation  

and Drawing Skills

“Excellence is never offered to man but 
as the reward for labour; the faculty of  
Drawing, like that of  playing a musical 

instrument, cannot be acquired but by an 
infinite number of  acts.” 

Sir Joshua Reynolds (1723 – 1792)

F or the more serious student of 
art, this class offers a chance 
to learn from an expert.  

Margaret Best is renowned for her very 
popular Botanical Art courses, and we are 
thrilled to be offering her sessions for the 
first time in Calgary.   

This first course offers three full days spent 
on developing your powers of observation 
and improving your drawing skills. This is 
a vital step in the process of achieving the 
greater levels of detail and realism found 
in botanical art regardless of the preferred 
medium. The class material and tuition 
will move your capabilities forward in the 
preparation for future successful graphite, 
colour pencil or watercolour paintings.  

Dates: Tuesday to Thursday,  
 February 23rd -25th 

Time: 9:00 am – 3:30 pm

Price: $325

Botanical Art TWO
Introduction to  

water colour techniques

W atercolour is one of the most 
alluring yet challenging 
art mediums and it has 

been by far the most preferred choice of 
botanical artists for centuries. Using her 
experience as both a professional teacher 
and watercolour painter,  Margaret will 
take you through meaningful exercises 
geared to learning how to control colour 
application effectively.  Besides completing 
a range of watercolour techniques, the 
participants will also learn how to make 
the correct selection of paper, paints  
and brushes that are best suited to 
botanical art.

a botanical subject with recognizable 
accuracy and realism. 

The ability to do this lies in the love of 
plants and the coming together of a number 
of skills. Keen observation, drawing ability 
and control of the medium of watercolour 
are all required to inject life into the 
rendering of the plant subject selected. 
Experienced botanical artist, Margaret 
Best will assist the participants through 
the process of completing a watercolour 
painting that conforms to requirements of 
this increasingly popular genre.

To derive the best value from this exciting 
painting opportunity, it is recommended 
that participants have completed the 
drawing and watercolour technique 
classes offered by the Zoo or have had 
some prior drawing and watercolour 
experience.

Dates:  Monday to Wednesday,  
 May 17th - 19th

Time:   9:00 am – 3:30 pm

Price:   $325

M argaret has experience 
in working with a wide 
range of skill levels. 

She has become known for her ability to  
assess an individual’s capability and 
potential and to guide her students to 
tangible advancement.

For more information on  
Margaret Best please see her website:   
www.bestbotanical.com.  

All illustrations seen here are from the original 
work of Margaret Best. We thank her for 
allowing us permission to use these illustrations 
in this brochure.
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